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The Scottish Police Federation represents all police officers in the ranks of 

constable, sergeant, inspector and chief inspector, police cadets and special 

constables; over 18,500 people, 98% of all police officers in Scotland. 

 

To: News Editors 

Date: 25th August 2021 

Subject: Farmer set to complete 650-mile trip to Elgin this Friday in memory of 

 police officer brother  

  

Scottish Police Federation Chair, David Hamilton, will join colleagues from Police Scotland 

and Scottish Fire and Rescue to welcome Jamie Alcock to the end of his 650 mile journey 

from Gloucester to Elgin, driving shire horses.  

 

Jamie has spent the last 80 days driving his shire horses from Gloucestershire to 

Morayshire in memory of his brother. He is set to complete the 650-mile trip in Elgin this 

Friday – despite being hospitalised part way through the challenge following an accident. 

  

Jamie started the trip back on June 5th with his Shire horses, Willam and Millie, and Boo 

Boo Beithe the farm dog and is set to complete the journey on Friday, August 27, at 12 

noon in Cooper Park, Elgin. All funds raised are going towards Police Care UK and The 

Firefighter’s Charity. 

  

He was inspired to take on the challenge in memory of his brother, PC John Alcock who 

was an officer with Grampian Police, stationed at Elgin in Morayshire. PC Alcock sadly 

died in 2017, 14 years after being injured on duty in August 2003. He was travelling for 

his shift on Royal Protection at Balmoral when he was involved in a road traffic accident 

and never regained consciousness. Some two years after the accident, John returned 

home to a hospital room that had been created at his house. He received round-the-clock 

care from two nurses, with help from a mixture of charities including Police Care UK. John 

was buried with full Police honours at Garmouth, just north of Fochabers.  

 

Jamie said: “My brother was a copper, he was injured whilst on duty and ended up in a 

coma for 14 years before passing away. The way the charities responded to it and 

supported his family was amazing. I always wanted to do something about it, and the way 

the charities have been hit by lack of donations, I thought now was the time to do it”.  

  

Jamie hopes to raise £50,000 overall and has already reached more than £34,000. Jamie 

will donate 75% of the money he raises to Police Care UK and 25% to The Fire Fighters 

Charity. 

 

Jamie’s progress was suddenly stalled midway through the trip when he was involved in 

an accident with the horses. He was hospitalised with multiple injuries, including cracked 

ribs. He remained in hospital for just over a week while he recovered, and the future of 



the challenge hung in the balance. However, Jamie was determined to continue and got 

back on the road to finish the route, only a week behind schedule. We are all very grateful 

to the staff at Ninewells Hospital who took such good care of Jamie and got him back on 

his feet. 

 

There will be plenty of opportunity to welcome and support Jamie and his four-legged 

friends in Elgin, as well as at several stops along the way this week. They are set to leave 

Grantown-on-Spey on Wednesday to travel to Ballindalloch. Thursday will then see him 

travel to Rothes, where he will visit the local fire station, before finishing in Elgin at midday 

on Friday. 

  

Louise Blair, Community Fundraising Manager for Police Care UK, says: “Jamie is a true 

inspiration, as are his wonderful horses Willam and Millie, not forgetting Boo Boo the 

carriage canine companion.  This challenge is one of a kind and has won the hearts and 

admiration of all that have seen him on his journey up the country. The funds raised will 

mean so much to us a charity and those that we support.” 

 

David Hamilton, who also serves as a Trustee with Police Care said, “Jamie’s commitment 

to this cause has been absolutely incredible. It has been a difficult and emotional journey 

for him but he has the gratitude of all of us in the Police family. His brother John would 

be so proud. “ 

 

 

To donate to them, you can visit Jamie's fundraising page at 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/shirehorses. You can also track Jamie’s progress on his 

live tracker (www.coldcroftshires.co.uk/live-tracking) and on Facebook @coldcroftshires 

or Instagram @Straightfromthehorsesmouth2021. 

  

If you would like to donate to Police care UK, or organise a fundraising event in support 

of the vital work it does in the police community, visit its website here: 

https://www.policecare.org.uk  

 

  

ENDS 

  

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

 

ABOUT POLICE CARE UK 

Police Care UK is a national charity supporting both serving and former police colleagues, 

and their families, who suffer harm as a result of the job. We provide practical, emotional, 

and financial support that is confidential, independent, and accessible.  

 

Our mission is to reduce the impact of harm and make sure there is someone to turn to 

when things get tough. We do this by ensuring everyone is aware of the harm police 

experience as part of their role; enabling people to recover and rebuild their lives; and 

engaging with the police service to ensure they are doing all they can to reduce or prevent 

harm. 

 

Facebook www.facebook.com/policecareuk 

Twitter @PoliceCareUK 

Instagram @policecareuk 

https://www.policecare.org.uk/


Website: www.policecare.org.uk  

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

 

If you have any further questions, or would like to speak to Jamie directly, you can contact 

him on 07786 676647. 

 

For any other queries, you can contact Police Care UK’s Fundraising Committees 

Manager, Louise Blair, on 07803116602 or Louise.Blair@policecare.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For further information contact Lesley Stevenson at PO Box 27163, GLASGOW, G3 9EZ 

Telephone:  0141 410 1315  Mobile:   07825 875743    

Email: lesley.stevenson@spf.org.uk  
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